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STANDING COMMITTEE ON PROCEDURE AND PRIVILEGES 
First Report - “Report on Persons Referred to in the Legislative Assembly: Mr Giuseppe (Joe) Passione” 

MRS D.J. GUISE (Wanneroo - Deputy Speaker) [10.05 am]:  I present the report of the Procedure and 
Privileges Committee on a person adversely referred to in the Legislative Assembly, Giuseppe “Joe” Passione. 
[See paper 2518.] 
Mrs D.J. GUISE:  I move -  

That the report be adopted. 
The Procedure and Privileges Committee has agreed to the response proposed by Mr Passione in accordance 
with standing order 114.  The committee has not considered or judged the truth of any statement made in the 
Legislative Assembly or in the submission.  Accordingly, the Procedure and Privileges Committee recommends 
that the response by Mr Passione in the terms specified in the appendix to the report be incorporated in Hansard. 

Point of Order 
Mr C.J. BARNETT:  As just one member of this chamber, I do not recall this issue.  I ask whether the Deputy 
Speaker could explain the background of it, and perhaps Mr Passione’s statement might be read in the house for 
the benefit of members. 

Mrs D.J. GUISE:  It is not normal procedure to do that, but if members so desire, I am quite happy to comply.  I 
have asked for a copy of the report so that I can refer to it. 

Debate Resumed 

Mrs D.J. GUISE:  For the advice of members, normally not all the information is read out in the chamber 
because part of the role of the Procedure and Privileges Committee is not to judge the comments that are made 
either in the chamber in the first instance, or in the submission in the second instance.  That is the protocol.  
However, in this case Mr Giuseppe Passione wrote to the committee about what he believed to be adverse 
comments by the member for Vasse in the chamber.  The reference to him was made in the Legislative 
Assembly on Thursday, 1 March this year and recorded on pages 237 and 238 of Hansard.  Basically, the 
reference was that he was a shareholder of a company called Webforex.  Mr Passione believes that the Australian 
Securities and Investments Commission records disclosed that it was a parent company of Webforex 
International Pty Ltd.  In fact, contrary to those records, Mr Passione had never applied or agreed to be a 
shareholder of the company.  I could go on, but that is the essence of his belief that he was adversely referred to.  
He believes that it was a mistaken record and he has asked that the matter be addressed.  His response is outlined 
in his submission to the Procedure and Privileges Committee, and the committee decided that it was fair and 
proper that his submission be tabled in the house.  Is that sufficient for the member? 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Yes, thank you, member. 

Question put and passed. 

The following response was incorporated, pursuant to standing order 114 -  

 

Response by Mr Giuseppe Passione 
Agreed to by Mr Giuseppe Passione and the Procedure and Privileges Committee 

Pursuant to Standing Order 114 
 

I wish to submit for your consideration a response to adverse comments made in the Legislative Assembly about me. 

1. The person adversely referred to 

My name is Giuseppe “Joe” Passione.  My address is care of 9 Montgomery Way, Malaga, Western Australia but I request that all 
communications be via the offices of Hewett & Lovitt at Level 1, 849 Wellington Street, West Perth, Western Australia 6005, telephone (08) 
9426 5600 and facsimile (08) 9426 5656. 

2. The member of Parliament who made the adverse reference 

The adverse reference to me was made by Mr Troy Buswell MP. 

3. The date of which the adverse reference was made 

The adverse reference was made in the Legislative Assembly on Thursday 1 March 2007. 

4. Hansard 

The adverse reference was recorded on pages 237 and 238 of Hansard (see enclosed extract). 

5. Summary of the adverse reference 
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It was stated in the House that I am a shareholder in a company called Webforex.  I presume that the member relied upon a search of ASIC 
records of the company known as Webforex Holdings Pty Ltd ACN 099 393 987 for his information.  This company was incorporated on 
24 July 2003.  ASIC records disclose that it is the parent company of Webforex International Pty Ltd ACN 093 247 299. 

In actual fact, contrary to the ASIC records, I have never applied or agreed to be a shareholder in this company.  I was not aware of its 
existence until the adverse reference in Parliament was drawn to my attention.  Steps are simultaneously being taken to correct the ASIC 
records. 
An explanation for the mistaken record may reside in the fact that in 2000 I was offered shares in a company referred to by its promoter as 
Webforex Asia Pty Ltd, but I declined to invest.  It is presumably due to an administrative error by the controllers of the company that the 
shares are incorrectly shown as having being issued in my name.  It is noteworthy that the ASIC record does not contain my correct legal 
name, but uses the familiar “Joe”. 

The alleged association with the company Webforex constitutes an adverse reference to me because of what was stated about two of the 
other shareholders in the company, being two South African men - Mr Stephen Botes and Mr Leon Wolmarans.  It was stated in the House 
that these men are fraudulent and corrupt, having extorted money in the past.  This implies that anyone else connected to these men, through 
an association with Webforex, is also fraudulent and corrupt.  As a result of being incorrectly associated with these men, my reputation has 
been adversely affected. 

6. Response to the adverse reference 
For the reasons outlined above, I believe that a response should be incorporated in Hansard to show that I am not and never have been a 
shareholder of Webforex Holdings Pty Ltd and therefore have no connection with the activities of the Webforex group of companies, and in 
particular that I have no business association with the two South African men Mr Stephen Botes and Mr Leon Wolmarans. 

Yours faithfully 

Mr Giuseppe Passione 

14 March 2007 
 
 


